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I. Jacques BODY%4 :
Le multiculturalisme dans la société francaise : un modeéle problématique

Apres quelques définitions et oppositions (culture! tradition, intégration/ assimilation, identité |
appartenance) , il s'agit de décrire un certain < modgle francais>>, qui s'oppose au< communautarisme >
en vogue aux Etats—Unis, sans affirmer pour autant que la France soit toujours conforme a ce modele,
qui repose sur deux piliers, <la breche> et <1 ignorance méthodique, > mais que menace aujourd hui
la fracture sociale.

La breéche : 1a capacité d’ intégration est moins le fait d'une civilisation parachevée et soudée, que
d'une société ouverte parce que divisée, d'oil cette bréche qui sert de porte d'entrée.

L’ignorance méthodique : la tolérance laique consiste a ignorer volontairement la religion de
l'autre. Elle s'étend 2 toutes les discriminations, homme ou femme, blond ou brun, blanc, black ou
beur.

Les risques de fracture : le modele frangais est en recul sur trois fronts: celui de la laicité, celui de
l'urbanisme, celui du travail. L'affaire du foulard islamique, et la révolte des banlieues en sont la triste

conséquence. Mais cette révolte a pris des formes qui rappellent les révoltes étudiantes de 1968,
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incluant le respect de la vie, qui est le premier degré de 1'intégration.
En conclusion, le modele frangais souffre d'erreurs internes, mais il est surtout menacé par le

désordre mondial.
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Il. Paul DUMOUCHEL% :
Liberalism, Multiculturalism and Nationalism in Canada

This presentation analyzes two important Canadian contributions to the multicultural debate,
Charles Taylor's “The Politics of Recognition” and Will Kymlikca's Multicultural Citizenship, two
texts that have been highly influential and of which it is not exaggerated to say that, to a large extent,
they have shaped the multicultural debate.

Taylor and Kymlicka propose normative theories of justice. Their goal is not to explain the origin or
the cause or to analyze diverse multicultural situations but to provide a framework within which we
can judge the value of multicultural claims. Simultaneously, if both are critical of some central tenets

of mainstream political philosophy, they agree in that they do not present multicultural claims as
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radically new, revolutionary claims, but as resulting form the normal, natural evolution of mainstream
liberal tradition in moral and political philosophy. Their common commitment to liberalism is further
evidenced by the fact that they justify, the recognition of multicultural difference for Taylor and
group—differentiated rights for Kymlicka, by their importance for individual autonomy and the
capacity to choose.

Kymlicka and Taylor also both recognize two different types of multicultural rights. For Taylor
these are, one the right to equal recognition for minority cultures and two the right to cultural survival,
while Kymlicka for his part distinguishes between polyethnic rights and rights to special
representation on the one hand and the right to self-government on the other. For each what
distinguishes between these two types of rights is the extent to which they are compatible with the
liberal tradition.

I want to show that these essential characteristics of their theories reflect the particularity of the
Canadian multicultural situation and ask to what extent this ‘local’ influence limits or hampers their

claim to universality.
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British Identities and Multiculturalism

The pendulum of British national identities has been swinging between a multi-ethnic Britain with
cultural pluralism integrated into Europe and an Anglo-centric Britain with collective memories of
national glories and sovereignty. Today's British are made up of English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh and
also other Europeans, Asians, Africans and Caribbean peoples. British people have been racially and
internationally intermingled more or less in British diverse societies. Consequently they have
developed multicultural and transcultural literacy by fighting against social and economic deprivation,
class and racial discrimination, xenophobia and Islamaphobia. British citizens showed the strength of
multicultural society when London was attacked by the terrorists in 2005. This British multicultural
orientation parallels what the European Union pursues.

The result of the writers’ interviews and questionnaire given to 100 British citizens including 46
British students of Leeds University in 2004 and 2005 shows that British society has been increasingly
transformed into a more multi-cultural and ethnic orientation in a parallel direction with the European
Union. According to the questionnaire on the three most important factors which make the British
proud of UK, many respondents are proud of Britain's multiculturalism (58.0%), liberal democracy
(49.0% ), philanthropy and public generosity (29.0% ), and social welfare (28.0% ). These responses
are also compatible with the kernel of European citizenship advocated by the EU Constitution, which
emphasizes the universal values of human rights and multiculturalism in liberal democracy. British
multicultural society can be a mirror that reflects the discrepancy and harmony of multiple identities
in a multicultural civil society in transition. It can serve as a lesson for every nation and government in
this divided and confused world in the beginning of the 21st century.

Being British is the ability to live in harmony with people of all nationalities with respect for the
cultural roots of all those who choose to be or are British citizens.

(A student of Leeds University, UK)

I have supported the Tory (Conservative Party), however, I am also very proud of ethnic diversity
in UK and the fact that Britain is moving on the right line of multi-cultural and ethnic integration.

(Scottish, male, 65, pastor, Essex)
Nakamura, Koji (2006). The Compatibility of British Identities with European Citizenship:

Qualitative and Quantitative Research. Identity, Education and Citizenships- Multiple
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The Number of British Students
(9]

Table 1. The comparison of national pride among British, German and Japanese university students

British students of University of Leeds, UK

* Multiculturalism % b T 5%

+ Liberal democracy HHZRFFEH
- English pound BER SR

+ Social Welfare Rz Ll

German students of Bochum University, Germany

- Social Welfare s EAL
« Liberal Democracy HHZREFH
« Multiculturalism % AL 3%

Japanese Students of Konan University, Kobe Japan

+ Science and Technology BBt

* Business Companies (e
* Economic Performance BHEN

HHZREER

+ Liberal Democracy

(76.09%) (n=35)
(47.83%) (n=22)
(32.61%) (n=15)
(23.9%) (n=11)

(67.47%) (n=33)
(61.22%) (n=30)
(55.1%) (n=27)

(62.0%) (n=134)
(50.9%) (n=110)
(42.6%) (n=92)
(37.3%) (n=80)
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Figure 1. Multicultural British Identities

ITnolish, Scottish., Irish., Walsh
and Other ITdentities
Britishh ITdentities

ITuropean Citizens

Interactions. (Ed.) by Jonas Sprogoe & Thyge Winther-Jensen. Frankfurt: Peter Lang.

Parekh, B. (2000) Report of the Commission on the Future of Multi-Ethnic Britain. (London: Profile
books)

Weiler, J. H. H. (1999) The Constitution of Europe.“ Do the New Clothes Have an Emperor?” and

other essays on European Integration. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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