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Hi! My name is Jeanette Kobayashi. I'm from a small
town in southern Ontario, not far from Niagara Falls in
Canada. I've been living in Japan for about 10 years. I
came to Japan because it is a very different country from
Canada, and I was interested in learning about the
traditional culture and how it is changing.

I have many hobbies, including reading, going for walks,
swimming in the ocean, travelling and spending time
with my family. My passion is teaching, and I love
meeting new students and learning from them. EIC
students are so much fun because we meet often, and I
can form great relationships with them. Konan
University’s EIC program provides many opportunities
for students to immerse themselves in the English
language in fun and interesting ways. If you are
dedicated, determined and want to have fun with English,
this is the program for you. I hope to meet you soon!
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For me living and teaching in Japan since 2000

has been an adventure. Learning a new culture
and language has its challenges but many more
rewards. With this in mind, I enjoy teaching
students in the EIC program to prepare them to
experience another culture. The EIC program
will help you gain English language skills as well
as the opportunity to think about other cultures
and your own cultural background. I encourage
you to start on your own life adventure and rich
experiences by joining this program at Konan

University!
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Hello! My name is Craig Mertens. I am an
American, and I am interested in sports, movies,
and travel. When I was a university student, [
studied Art History and Fine Arts at the
University of Pittsburgh. After teaching in Japan
for several years, I went back to school and
received my Masters of Science in Education
specializing in TEFL from Temple University. I
like teaching English to EIC students because
they are motivated and have clear goals.
Students, if you are interested in working hard,
then I feel the teachers here can help you reach
your goals in learning English. You will not
regret becoming an EIC student. I believe it's
worth it.

Hello! My name is Tom Stringer, one of the teachers
here at Konan. I grew up in London. In my free time I
enjoy doing several hobbies. For one, I like to stay in
shape. I go bouldering, do acroyoga, and do some
weight training. I also love to read novels, and really
enjoy cooking too. I came to Japan after graduating
from university in the UK. Japan can still surprise me,
even after I've lived here almost 10 years! I believe that
two of the most important and valuable things in life
are travel and communication. This is what I like about
teaching on the EIC course at Konan: we try to help
students learn how to increase their potential to travel

and communicate with people from around the world.
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Hello, I'm Ayako! Studying a foreign language
such as English can be a daunting process;
however, with your friends, learning can be an
enjoyable experience. You can support each other
as language learners. Students often tell me that
they enjoy learning English here as their
classmates share similar goals and interests. I
hope you can enjoy learning English and achieve

your goals!
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