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(1) a. At nine o’clock the princess curtseyed in front of the guests.

b. Throughout the evening the princess curtseyed in front of the

guests.
(Brennan & Pylkkinen 2008: 142)
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Just where it now lies | can no longer say
I found it on a cold and November day
In the roots of a sycamore tree where it had hid so long:

In a box made out of myrtle lay the bone of song.

The bone of song was a jawbone old and bruised
And worn out in the service of the muse.
And along its sides and teeth were written words

| ran my palm along them and | heard:

‘Lucky are you who finds me in the wilderness

I am the only unquiet ghost that does not seek rest...’

Josh Ritter Bone of Song

In this talk I present some ideas and materials drawn from my forthcoming
book ‘Reflections on Psycholinguistic Theories: Raiding the Inarticulate’, to
be published later this year by Cambridge University Press. The book offers
a set of reflections on the two ‘core areas’ of psycholinguistics: EXPERIMENTAL
PSYCHOLINGUISTICS, which is concerned with how speakers understand and
produce the languages they control, and DEVELOPMENTAL
PSYCHOLINGUISTICS (also known as Language Acquisition), which deals with
how such control is acquired in the first place. Whereas standard textbooks

generally focus on reporting the (quantitative) results of psycholinguistic



research to other experts, the present book is more concerned with a
critical examination of “the point of it all” — the philosophical and logical

foundations of psycholinguistics.

In addressing these larger questions, I draw on more than thirty years of
professional and personal experience. Professionally, I have had the unusual
privilege of studying with — and later working alongside — researchers from
two intellectual traditions that are regularly opposed: “competence-based”
researchers, whose work is inspired ‘top-down’ by Chomskyan theories of
grammar vs. “process-oriented” approaches, which advocate more
data-driven, cognitive models of language. This double life informs my
educated perspective on theoretical questions. Equally important is my
personal experience of language acquisition: as a second language learner, as
a language teacher, and — most significantly — as the father of three
bilingual children, one of whom is a child with Down’s Syndrome. Combining
these perspectives yields a work that is part memoir, part monograph, woven
together with some of the best song lyrics, comedy sketches and literary

quotes of the last 150 years.

(In the talk, I will make reference to the companion website for the book,
which 1s already online:

http://sonatine4-rti.blogspot.com)
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