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2. Lexically driven pragmatics of —te oku in Japanese
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Japanese has a rich variety of linguistic expressions that convey pragmatic meanings,
such as complex predicates and auxiliary verbs, which have been well documented in the
field of traditional Japanese linguistics. However, not many studies seem to have
examined Aowthe “extra-linguistic” meanings of these expressions are made available—
specifically, which morphemes are responsible for the emergence of the apparently
pragmatic meanings, what kind of mechanism of pragmatic inference brings them to
light, and to what extent they are lexical meanings and to what extent they are derived
from pragmatic inferences. As discussed by Nakatani (to appear), what are lacking in
these traditional analyses are (i) formal analyses making use of logical terms and (ii)
consideration on the compositionality at the sub-word, morphological level. The present
study will focus on the auxiliary verb expression -te oku in Japanese and examine the
extent to which a formal analysis based on compositionality can explain their pragmatic
readings. In this process, the boundary between lexical and pragmatic meaning will be

carefully examined.
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