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Resident Director 2025-2026 (EE3ZHREzYY—EIFAER)
Stephen David Luft (University of Pittsburgh, Department of East Asian Languages

& Literatures)

The Year in Japan program began in 1976 when Professor
Kokichi Masuda of Konan University and Professor David Plath of
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign initiated the
“Konan Illinois” exchange program. Since its humble beginnings,

what has since become known as the Year in Japan program has

grown to welcome students from over 15 different universities
and 5 different countries. Now, thanks to the dedication and
commitment of countless individuals, including teachers, staff

S\

program has been providing life-changing study abroad experiences in Kobe for over 50 years.

members, host families, and many others, the Year in Japan

I am currently serving as Resident Director of the Year in Japan program for the second time,
my first time being 10 years ago when the program celebrated its 40th Anniversary and the
Global Zone was opened at Konan University. My first experience living in Japan was as a
missionary. That experience of living in Japan and learning the Japanese language and culture
changed my life. As a result, I gained skills, work, and friendships that never would have been
possible otherwise. It is an honor to be able to now serve once again as Resident Director of the
Year in Japan program and help students to have the same kind of experience living and learning

in Japan that I did many years ago.

Over the past 50 years, the Year in Japan program has continued to thrive in spite of natural
disasters, tensions between nations, a global pandemic, and other difficulties, providing students
with experiences and skills that not only improve their education but change their lives. The
continued success of this program throughout the past 50 years suggests a bright outlook for
the future. I look forward to many more years in which students from across the globe can to
gather at Konan University, learn a new language and culture, make friends, and participate in

the type of experience that only study abroad can provide.
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Fall Semester 2025 Spring Semester 2026
Arrival Sep. 3 Arrival for New Intake Jan. 7
) ] Orientation for Spring
Orientation Sep. 4 - Sep.10 Jan. 8 - Jan.13
Semester Only students
Progress Check Meeting 1 Oct. 24 First Day of Classes Jan. 14
Study Tour 1 .
. Nov. 6 - 7 Progress Check Meeting 2 Feb. 27
(SEF1L)
Farewell Event for Fall Dec. 15 Study Tour 2 Mar. 5 - 6
ec. ar. 5 -
Semester Students (L5-E8)
Last Day of Fall Semester Dec. 19 Spring Break May 4 - May. 6
Return date for ] Last Day of
During Dec.20-31 ) May 14
Fall Semester Students Spring Semester
Winter Break for Full
Dec. 20 - Jan. 13 Farewell Event May 15

Academic Year Students

11
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Japanese 1: Students will be able to understand and use fundamental phrases and expressions that are
regularly used in daily life in Japan.

Japanese 2: Students will be able to understand and exchange information with others using basic
personal information and other high frequency patterns and expressions.

Japanese 3: Students will be able to understand and converse with friends and others on topics they are
familiar with using standard Japanese.

Japanese 4: Students will be able to understand and confidently express complex ideas on both concrete
and abstract topics.

Japanese 5: Students will be able to understand and discuss content related to social, academic, and
professional topics. In discussing these topics, they will be able to express themselves in
ways that are sensitive to those they speak with.

SvI\O2571—XRIB (2025-2026 FFFHA)

Course Theme Instructor Credit
JS1 Aspects of the Japanese Language LUFT, Stephen David 3
JS5 Introduction to Japanese History TSU, Timothy Yun Hui 3
JS 8 Contemporary Economy and Business in Japan SHRESTHA, Manoj, L 3
JS 10 | Japanese Society from a Cross-Cultural Perspective TAMAS, Carmen 3
JS 13 Japan 360° (Joint Seminar) SRINIVAS, Hari 2

SYICR971—-XRIE (2025-2026 F&EFH)

Course Theme Instructor Credit
JS2 Pragmatics of Japanese LUFT, Stephen David 3
JS 3 Storytelling and Witness in Modern Japanese Literature SHIGETO, Yukiko 3
JS6 Contemporary Japanese Society from a Ritual Perspective | TAMAS, Carmen 3
JS9 Introduction to Japanese food Culture TSU, Timothy Yun Hui 3
JS 11 Environmental Policies and Issues of Japan SRINIVAS, Hari 3
JS 14 | Glocal Leadership (Joint Seminar) ISHIKAWA, Ryuji 2

12



H14L7—T)L (2025-2026 FFFER)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
9:00 - 9:50 Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese
10:00 - 10:50 Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese
11:00 - 11:50 Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese -
13:00 - 14:30 JS5 JS1 JS5 Js1 ]S8
14:40 - 16:10 JS10 JS13 ]s8
16:20 - 17:50 JS10

* ]S13is a Joint Seminar which is shared with Konan students.

*  Each classroom for Japan Studies is subject to change according to the number of students, but will
be finalized and officially announced by September 29. Until then, please check the white board in
front of GZ.

A4 Lh7=J) (2025-2026 SEFHA)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
9:00 - 9:50 Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese
10:00 - 10:50 Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese
11:00 - 11:50 Japanese Japanese - Japanese -
13:00 - 14:30 JS9O JS14 JS11 1S9 JS3
14:40 - 16:10 JS3 Jsé6 Js14 Js2 Js11
16:20 - 17:50 JS2 JS6

* JS14 is Joint Seminar and will be held only in February and March.
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4. ADYEE

BEEISDAVE—-D
EXIRA FUR#58E Michael Blyth K

Dear Konan University Year in Japan (YiJ) Programme,

Congratulations on your 50th anniversary. My name in Mike Blyth
and I was a member of the programme between 2001-2002 during
my second year of studying Japanese and German at Leeds
University in the UK. Being part of the Yi] Programme changed my
life.

I met my best friend (and many more close friends from all over the
world), I gained a second family (I still meet my YiJ host family
frequently), and formed a connection with Japan, and particularly
Kansai, that will continue for the rest of my life. It is in large part

When I look back it’s hard to believe the programme was only for 9 months. I was 18 years old

thanks to the programme that I was successful in securing my
current job as the UK’s Consul-General in Osaka.

when I arrived in Japan and it was my first time living abroad. There were definitely difficult
times as well as fun times, but through it all I felt supported and looked after by the amazing YiJ
team. I am incredibly grateful for the time and effort they dedicated to teaching me Japanese,
Japanese culture, and for the trips we took together to Koya-san and Kumamoto. I now know
how much work looking after a group of teenagers is!

As Consul-General in Osaka my role is supporting connections between the UK and Japan. I
realise more than ever how important these connections are, particularly in today’s divided world.
YiJ has been making these connections and giving young people the chance to experience
different cultures and broaden their minds for half a century. It is a huge honour to have been a
part of a programme that has changed so many lives.

So to all the staff involved in Yi] both past and present, congratulations again on reaching your
50 year milestone, thank you for everything you have done for me and all of your students, and
I hope you continue changing lives long into the future.

Mike Blyth

UK Consul-General Osaka
YiJ Participant 2001-2002
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AVY-SFADSDAYE—S
NIAKREIIT7E A9574-770—-K-2>5—FrE Sarita Rai K

50th Anniversary: Congratulations, Sarita Rai, Director University of Hawai i at Manoa, Study
Abroad Center

Konan University, established in 1951 in Okamoto, Japan, has a

long history of international collaboration. The Konan-Illinois ' . . ' m M‘

Program (KIP) began in 1976 with the arrival of Professor David = 8 NN li] E I‘i’i’”
Plath from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. KIP NEIT e I
later expanded into a four-university consortium, including the l - oy

University of Arizona, Tucson, the University of Hawai‘i, Manoa,
and the University of Pittsburgh, throughout the late 80s and
90s.

A key feature of the program is that students studying Japan
Studies, Culture, and Japanese language primarily continue to
live with host families. This arrangement reinforces classroom
learning and provides a deeper knowledge and understanding
while interfacing with Japanese hosts beyond public interactions.
As a member of the University of Hawai‘i Consortium, I have been privileged to witness and
participate in the transition from KIP to Konan International Exchange Center (KIEC). The
original spirit and goals of KIP have endured. KIEC features a dynamic Global Zone designed to
attract both international and local students, fostering mutual interaction and learning.

Konan University's leadership, including its current Chairperson, Professor Yoshiyuki Nagasaka,
has been a steadfast and supportive partner. They have demonstrated remarkable goodwill,
leadership, and resilience, successfully navigating challenges such as an earthquake, tsunami,
and a pandemic. Their innovative academic programming has elevated Konan University into a
well-known international leader, and I am fortunate to be part of this continuing excellence.
Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary. It is an achievement. This milestone is a testament to
the enduring vision of the leadership and the unwavering dedication of everyone—students,
faculty, staff, and host families—who have contributed to this remarkable exchange over five
decades. Here's to many more years of cross-cultural discovery, academic excellence, and
forging lifelong global friendships!
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REFEDRE (Yi) 2025-2026 SNFEE)
Tristan McKeough €A (University of Pittsburgh)

Participating in Konan University's Year-in-Japan
Program was one of the best decisions I have made
in my life. From the very first day I arrived in Japan
until the end, I enjoyed every second of my journey
in Kobe and throughout Japan. Becoming part of a

family for a year, meeting countless friends both
Japanese and International, and making endless
memories, I have never looked back on this decision.
Among my experiences, the most memorable

include traveling from Kobe north to Niigata over
Winter break, seeing the first sunrise of 2026 in Okayama with my host family, visiting friends in
both Tokyo and Hiroshima, among many others. Our school study trips to Koya-san and
Hiroshima were also highlights both for the fun memories they provided as well as opening my
eyes to Japanese culture through firsthand experience. Of course in talking about this program,
one must mention the courses. My professors were all some of the best I've ever had, and my
time in class was both beneficial to my learning and allowed me to bond with my classmates.
Overall the YIJ program will remain for years and years one of my favorite experiences ever.

Caitlin Akemi Pope &A (University of Hawai'i at Manoa)

My decision to participate in the Year-in-Japan
Program has been life-changing. Although the
challenges I have encountered while studying abroad
have been significant, I believe they have only
encouraged my growth. That is what I think this
program is all about: growth. I originally chose to
study abroad to enhance my language skills. So far, I
have been satisfied with my progress toward this goal, |

but to my surprise, the biggest growth I've seen has ) - s
been personal. My self-confidence has grown, and I have acqwred vaIuabIe Cross- cuIturaI Skl||S
that will last a lifetime. This program has also taught me the importance of having a balanced
life. I have always prioritized work, but experiencing life with those around me can be equally
enriching. However, the most important thing I will take away from the YiJ program is learning
about my own culture. I have always felt displaced from my culture as a half-Japanese person,
but living with a Japanese family in a homestay and making Japanese friends at school has,
above all, given me a sense of belonging.
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BFERERORE

2025 4 10 A 19 H. Year-in-Japan Program (YiJ) @ 50 E&%:C
2U. REEVOEAREFRBEERE. Z{OBFREN —EICRIZRES
FELR. BB SINBEIAULNOBSZEUEL. 50 F(ChoTHN
NTEL i) OREEZIRDIRSENRKFE LRI,
EFFZR T -PRROMINNFEFEER (XEEHHSFR) & BIFrEs®
Resident Director @ Stephen Luft % (EwW\-JKZE) ((L3IRE
(e, RRAETHDIRTEFTTEAIRREFRES 278D Michael Blyth K

(2002-2003 £ Yi) &0) (L&BAE—FHThNI. ZE—?'C‘(EL YiJT
DFUPEFENEOEBOFVUTHRICS AL RERFZENESN. SNEBEOH
BEIFEAL,
SOBF(E. KEDOITFH ) pikake ([CEBDEEDRNRINTA - ANEEE
SN, SBICESTAER PR TERWIED Ehole, SiNENSEIFEE
DIZWITERETORBWENEAH D Z o [Vl ENFESN. Yil 28U TEN
NEDRBHONSEREECEIVTUVBIENREUSNT,

BB RS 50 AFEZHROCOREERE. Yi) OFSZHBL. SEDIS5B

REZFEBVVEEUEHEZEERIF L.
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4t Resident Director —&5

i) = Resident Director FREKZ
1976 | David W.Plath AVIAKRF
1977 | SN X5 SSADMIIKRE
1978 | Jack G. Lewis AVIAKRF
1979 | Jack G. Lewis AVIAKRF
1980 |tk BE AYIAKRFE
1981 | John Singleton EwwI—J K=
1982 | KT Bkt 1YIAKRZFE
1983 | KT Bl AYIAKRFE
1984 | KT Bkt 1YIAKRZF
1985 |tBH BETF 1YIAKRZF
1986 |thH BE7F AYIAKRFE
1987 | Robert Crawford AYIAKFE
1988 | Byung-Ho Chung AVIAKRZE
1989 | Chieko Irie Mulhem AVIAKREF
1990 | Huey R. Nathan NIAKRZF
1991 | John Havens Haig AVJAKRE
1992 | John Havens Haig AVIJAKRZE
1993 | Chin Woo Kim AYIAKFE
1994 | Katsue Akiba Reynolds JI\DALKE
1995 | (FALb) -

1996 | Harold Bush ISAVMNIIKRF
1997 | Joel R. Cohn INIAKFE
1998 | Peter N.Gregory AVJAKRZE
1999 | Mary Grace McDonald NIAKRZF
2000 | Kevin Doak AVIAKRF

X KA EARZDEREKCEDIVWTHED, FEE(CIHTH - BONEFHERDET,
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i) Resident Director FRE K
2001 | Lucy Lower NIAKRZF
2002 | LEVIN Mark A. NITAKZF
2003 | LEVIN Mark A. (#X) /8B&] #cEF (F) | NIAKZF/AYIAKE
2004 | KIM Chin Woo AVJAKRZE
2005 | VANCE Timothy J TUIFKF
2006 | John H.Haig NITAKZF
2007 | RE & EvYIN-JKZF
2008 | HAYASHI MAKOTO AVJAKRZE
2009 | JONES Kimberly Ann TUJFKE
2010 | PETRICE R. FLOWERS NITAKZF
2011 | TIERNEY Robert AVIJAKRZE
2012 | OYLER Elizabeth AVIAKRF
2013 | EE MIEF TUIFKZ
2014 | SZOSTAK John Donald NITAKZF
2015 | LUFT Stephen David EyyN-J K%
2016 | RUPPERT Brian AVIJAKRZE
2017 | E# WIEF UV KZ
2018 | PETRICE R. FLOWERS NITAKZF
2019 | OSHITA Linda NTAKZF
2020 | (HH1b) -

2021 | (H1E) *FEGFEAE -

2022 | CALLAHAN Christopher Thane AVIJAKRZE
2023 | JONES Kimberly Ann UV KE
2024 | EANIZE NIAKZF
2025 | LUFT Stephen David Ewy\ - K=

X KA EARZDEIERKCEDINTHED, FE(CIHTH - BOIEFHERDET,

24



BRERSSREYY—ME- B E—

i) =3 FRESZ (FTE) sFfRESZ (FIE)
1990 ¥ E B X (REFI) L H B CEFEED)
1991 ¥ E B X (REZE) f B BE CEFEED)

fH B CEFEED)
1992 ¥ M 8 X (BREFE) K m BB ()

R KR KB E CTEN
1993 A B E — GEFED) fH BB CEFEE)

A # 17 F (BFEE)
1994 O OB — CEFE) ~ R _% B )

A # 17 F (BFEE)
1995 B B CEFEED) ~ R _% B )

A # 17 F (BFEE)
1996 & B F CES) AR EE (XF

RYCROFT David W (3Z2:5p)

1997 & B F CES) RYCROFT David W (SZZEB)
1998 AT (e RLCEFT '2;“‘2;;;?;”)
1999 R KRB E CTEN A B = (FEFE)
2000 R KRB E TEH A B = (FEFE)
2001 A IR = (BREFE) h H (BT CEFEP)
2002 B OAR TR (RTFE) BoHF FERT CEFED)
2003 MmO R (BEIEE) h H (BT GEFEP)
2004 & B F CEED IR =&F (ERSEEbt>y-)
2005 E & B F (TEE) B R =T (ERSEUEE>S-)
2006 E & B F (TEE) B R =T (ERSEUEE>5-)
2007 & B F EED 2 B E B (ERSEbt>y-)
2008 2 B E B (ERSEMEtE>5-) A2 H & B3 (FEEFED
2009 2 B E B (ERSEMEtE>5-) A2 H & B3 (FEEXE
2010 E IR 1% 8 (REFE0) & LR GERFEED)
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il FrERS (FiE) BIFfER% (FFE)
2011 E IR BB (RETE) &  LVAY GEFE)
2012 B EKED (XEER) N B OE B (ERRTSS-)
2013 h & KB (XFER) N A OE B (ERRTS-)
2014 & XEF CFEEB) IN T E B (ERSSRTY-)
5015 ffE #& (EmsSEueess-) N B OE B (ERZRTS-)
B OB T () h B % = ()
2016 B B T () h B % = ()
2017 h & KB (XFER) h B % = (¥
2018 h & KB (XFER) W5 F CXEE)
2019 & EKED (XEER) & LVRY GEFER)
2020 h & KB (XFER) &  LVAY GEFE)
2021 mo R F (XFED) i)l EKEP (f2FFED)
2022 oA 7 (XFED) )l EAER (f2FFED)
2023 R ¥ (XFED) i)l EKEP (fRFFED)
2024 R ¥ (XFED) i)l EKEP (f2FFED)
2025 oA F (FED) o)l EEAER (REZER)
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R EHE

1976 FEh'5 2025 FFTOMIIC, 1,676 BOBFAZFEAAFETRIFANL.

mE | FEER
1976 21
1977 21
1978 14
1979 13
1980 20
1981 33
1982 33
1983 32
1984 29
1985 23
1986 26
1987 12
1988 31
1989 33
1990 31
1991 32
1992 41
1993 48
1994 38
1995 0
1996 32
1997 43
1998 38
1999 32
2000 36
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g | FER
2001 43
2002 36
2003 42
2004 47
2005 33
2006 35
2007 44
2008 51
2009 43
2010 47
2011 33
2012 55
2013 33
2014 45
2015 41
2016 37
2017 33
2018 46
2019 32
2020 0
2021 2
2022 47
2023 36
2024 51
2025 52
a8 1,676




Year-in-Japan Program QO&IE&(CiEDofz#k David W. Plath {1 (1930~2022, 1VJAKZELEHIT,
RV, BURARES) OJOJ3LEBREOENODICOVTIE. KEOF | EFZEBIRMLTORY 2 =,
7a) | | B EBIRHRA M6 D KE AU/ M Urbana IOIZ1=745SAB WRFU OEARZETOI S L.

Harukana Show DOBHEEIDEEFRICGGFUEEEHEINTL,

78)11Z=2F, 2024, [BSREBAZECZ TRz DACTOS T M 0D BAT A TEEREIVF - O- DL R E— I TR AR E. XFiR]

174: 89-106.
https://konan-u.repo.nii.ac.jp/records/2000172

Fall1ZEF, 2025, BRIEBFZCX TRz DIR<TOS I N ()BT HI—EDUCYIEE TR AR E. XFRI175: 125-140.
https://konan-u.repo.nii.ac.jp/records/2000689

mHarukana Show David Plath {§+EHERIUR b
No.553-2, Oct.29, 2021, [BSfEIGAZECX TEREREDBCTOTTIMEE 1 55—with D. Plath & HER{E
https://harukanashow.org/archives/17699

No.554-2,Nov.5, 2021, [BREIEIBFI%ZECZ TR DRCTOS I MEE 2 5 —Illinois&Nagano with D. Plath & #ER{E &
FAE EMIEE
https://harukanashow.org/archives/17762

No.577, April 15, 2022, TEEIEIBFIZIX TaRiRe DRCTOS TV M SR 3 5B — BB e R OfsE B E EMitE TXImE
https://harukanashow.org/archives/18887

No.607, Nov. 11, 2022, David Plath, ‘So Long Asleep’. DRNDZ DR
https://harukanashow.org/archives/20076

No.625, March 17, 2023, [BEREBFAECZ TEEEREDHCTOSIIMNEE 4 558—60 FRIOHERESAD Scrap Book & D. Plath A
NEOMZEE
https://harukanashow.org/archives/20669

No. 659, Nov. 10, 2023, BERIEISAIECX TR EE DRCTODTI M EE 5 SE—RBEEDARE : Plath A& Morita A& Kohara A
https://harukanashow.org/archives/21932

No. 686-2, May 17, 2024, [BREIBATECZ TRiFREDRCTOTII M 6 SE—HREORESL David Plath EOHEESVDEET
https://harukanashow.org/archives/22743

No. 692, June 28, 20241 BFfEIEIBAIZCX TaLiRa DRCTOS 1IN EE 7 55— S 9 35 with SKU & BAH=1iEE
https://harukanashow.org/archives/22904

No. 710, Nov. 1, 2024, [BERIEIBFIZCX TERERZDRCTOD I M 8 SF— T E D3¢ Plath SANE
https://harukanashow.org/archives/23592

No. 717, Dec. 20, 2024, [BSRLIGFIZCZ TLiRe DRCTOTTI M EE 9 FE—Fa> - B3V READTE(F 1988-1989
https://harukanashow.org/archives/23864
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m EDfth
-[Hitch your wagon to a star 1976~77 BmE—(UJ(T0JSLAREBDE] (FEAFABLRERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star Vol,2 1977~78 BE—()/(J0J3LREBE] (FEAERAALERERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star Vol,4 1978~79 BE—()/(J0J3LHREBE] (FEAFERAALERERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star Vol,6 1979~80 BE—()/(J0J3LHREBE] (FEAFERAALERERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star Vol,8 1980~81 BE—()/(J0J3LHREBDE] (FEAFERAALERERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star 1981~82 BE—1()./( 03 LREBE ]

(1982 £ 7 A 15 H. FEAFABLIREFIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star 1982~83 BHE—()./( 0I5 LREBRE]

(1983 £ 12 A 1 H. FEAFABLIREFIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star 1983~84 BHE—()/( 0I5 LREBRE]

(1985 6 A 1 H. FmAZEAALBEFRT)
-Hitch your wagon to a star 1984~85 Bm—1().)( 073 LREBZE ]

(1986 £ 6 A 26 H. FmAFHAALIIRERIT)
-Hitch your wagon to a star 1985~86 R —1().)1 03 LREBZE ]

(1987 £ 9 A 10 H. FBAFHRAALIIRERIT)
-[Hitch your wagon to a star 1986~87 BE—()/( 0V 3 LREBE]

(1988 £ 3 A 25 H. FEAFABLIREFIT)
-[Emg - (U )1t>%9— YEAR IN JAPAN PROGRAM]

(1983 £ 12 B 1 H. F@E- (U1t 9—. FEAFRAALERERT)
-TEEFE®D 100 £ (2020 £ 9 A 30 H. #REAFEFERT)
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