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Les Canadiens musulmans face a deux visions : I’interculturalisme et le multiculturalisme

Dans cette conférence, je présente quelques themes en lien avec les Canadiens
musulmans et leur situation comme minorité culturelle et religieuse. Je commence par
un survol historique rapide qui apporte un éclairage sur la raison d étre du
multiculturalisme et de 1 interculturalisme, deux modéles de gestion de la diversité
culturelle qui cohabitent dans le méme pays. Ensuite, je passe en revue quelques débats
de société qui concernent les minorités ethniques et culturelles et plus particuliérement
les communautés musulmanes. Ces débats ont abouti a des projets de loi parfois
controversés (la Charte des valeurs québécoises et la loi 62). J expliquerai, également,
les facteurs a | origine de la perception négative a |' égard des Canadiens musulmans et
les conséquences de cette perception sur leur intégration. Je conclus ma présentation en

exposant quelques actions qui ont été menées dans le but d’ une meilleure intégration et
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un « vivre ensemble » empreint de respect et de tolérance, par différents acteurs

sociaux et politiques, incluant les intellectuels, les associations et les gouvernements.

HEER
[2DDES I UICEAETALAVLRAFIN A 2—HIVF215XLESTLE
#=|

S OFEET, Bk, 2R LRDFTNEBREDH LV ODhDT =< 2R LD
5. LW - BEIWIIA )T A THALA) LR D F T AR EBNT S T,
R BB 2 ML T, 2UbERE A 0y — IV F 25 1) ZLADZFNZENOEER
H., 0 EODENICALSHEE D 2 00 FF UGS 2R E2FHH L, kic, B
- EIZ~ A 2 ) 74 THDEAAIZOWTOENZERT T 505, 29 L2
Fild. BEE LTI AT ERICET LI LD DL (X Ny 7 OEEER 625 7) o
T DAV LRI F TN L CAT T4 T2 T2 T HENE o7 BE, A H
TATHWAFDFNERIT LR ARA T T ANOHEIHENDEZEIZDOWT D FED
The WEIZ, LY BEBOHA, EEERICH b2 [£30fbdtd ] # BIgL T ARkAL
FEHIA. BUR % &7 4 4 A0 - BUEWN R T 7 % — (ITEFME) 2SFEHL2w L oh
DT 7 a NEHENTH I ETHEREYMOL LD 72w (FRITE

<EE2H> <<KELFEEE 2 >
AEfmAA A - Bl AT

PR R A (O - W R %)
TUT 4 =V WERFRFEREFBUAFMIERME T (Mt (%)), BT AU 7
Bufo [FF] [BEKET 2V #] (< £HFH.2016).[7 2 ) 4 BIEALER & 48T EGR]
(RECRZEZ, 2008) [7 20 #BUR] (Z454E, 2014), [=A4 2 ) T A DER BT A
U A BER] (GERZE. NTT MR, 2012) 2 &,

BEEE

[7X)HDEXLEERE T THRE]

Sk NFERY, RIENEF O L2 EE S22 L 012, ZOTA T V71471 RET%
B - FPT 2L 2N E LCRO L) L0 ETULEHROE R HiZ, - TRt — A
FSU T TIRERE LTALSZIFARSN TS, LaL, 7A) BT, 0 bEHe
SEIRDIEE RSB T A ) D pWiSE L) E LTRBTL2EZZHZEV) A A=V DA
CFNB EH 2o T A,

bokd, EREMMTWYZIE, 1960FELFED T X 1) 1 Tld, b IHAEZ KL RAIL
FRICER SN TETVD, ZDXoNT E2Fo 72O AREES TH L, T 2 b
KATHERIIY =T 4 ¥ - V=Y — - FU T E o ThREN [RICIZENH L] L)l



306 SRR (4

I T AV I THIRL RSN TS, iU, F 272, B TWwWaEITK
ERTAVHY - R —=LOHIMED T LI ENTELDE, BAFTENTWELELT
AV HERPFCFEFRETHY, BAOEZEBT LI LETA) IOFOFEI, 7 X
VAMESROERLZOZEFR LA EICHELRH L, 1 /) 7 14 O NOWHF % EH
Ly #5627 2) 7 OHICHEL &) L) EZHITRRENTF Dz S 5.

ZIUTR L. e ok, MADOKZL & FTEMIIK LTI S 2 OEF % 780 5
REPEDPEVHIMETH S, ZORMEIX, FROZEFEERSE & BE LT LR LIEER
ENTWD, 4 H BB ZEIEERE S Vo TELDANA A=V T LD 7+ —F —
Hl, HDHVIETTAFHAH E VAN TVELDTHAHH, 74 —F—fHlLid, BEOER
LB NDH) b—FEEXBEAPSEIR T IUI LS v E W) L) %, AERIOE 4
THIEDZ EThHD, 77 AFHIMHI & X, FIZIX, fEREZREDZITIUI T VRS, B
NEFADRERGENZRL TV AHAEICREATEBRT 2L 0)b0THL, 65D
HEEIL, A1) T 4 ORSRBENIAZ A LS L7208 BE2RATIHE ) L)%
EZTERNRD EBANEPO RN LD, MENERAIESZLEZ LN TE T,
2. SHMEAANEMEICEDSCDTIE R, BAEHAZRHI L, 773 —HlofHE
DI ERBEFET L0, EAOHEMNZEHT L AREEOHA L IIHEN LWL &
%o

AR EIEfHE I, TTARBADORE Y =7y b & LTV, RAICEORER)
TR T A=y ZERBICILR SN TV o7z, ZOBEFRIC, ZXLERDOEZEZ DD o722
TRV, B4 B RIER. EMATREFOAADPIEROYGZFOZENT A7
DEEITHDEVIZZH P OB ZENREIEEEZEHT 2 2 EPEESNL L) 12
%olzDThhb, 1Z0ZFOMWET, HHMWENZEFES HIIE, [#EEDEINIST 5
fifg | o THEMAERMEOMR] ~NEBET L L) 120072 TG, 7 AU BRI
KEGMEZ LSRRI Uiz TR 51, 74 7 CTEEE L TLB I 7z N xHIGI2F
e, PIZIET 7V ADORBRLCELEAREDL, To%e L TEBIND WM
BHDLNHTHDe W, T AN HOHNEIALRBEGN % ZT T D &) Eilk % bk <
Fok)llks,

DX BRIRIIH LTHRL KIEL TV B DOR, HBEBROANTH L. £ LT
T AEOMERICE ST, TA) AICBWTHALIZED XD ZEEIAR b S &
INZeolze FOHFT, HALRERL TOZWVWKRIETERIN TV A, SViih
. YA )T A REERO) BICHMICEZ ) ETAHFELLEFERSND L) TR
720 W) AUE, FAANZAETN LGOI L CHEL B R OFEZEEZONS &
NI 272D TH D,

EH. BHAED ) OB TEFNE--HAE, FITHRMBEINS L) LHEEZERKL
22 lE e 12 b5, AAE LTORIEZ M S, FEfmA2E R IR E O
RLELTHENEZIT TS E V)BT ROL )22 5 &, 19604F18 AR 12 B 3 3 Bt



BRSO - ) ¥ 2 7 AR S Afiits 307

12 & o THEAE SN T E 7L L EFRRL MY R IS E 22 L 0F 2 H 120 LTl i
Brfd Lol hoTwnaolz,

TA)ATIEYA ) T4 ANADBHERL TSI LD H )., 20404512 13Tk R % B
CHADPAOOEHAETRL LI ICARLEVDLNTWS, F7-, TFEOEEBEOELE
Fa = NWALOFERE LT, FEERERO N %2 O IE AR I IZERT L Tw
o ol b, HAFEERBONA 2R & CRIUL, BARLHEARRO AL LD
EARINZIEY T THDEHODMEEDT A ) HIZITHE L TR LEEVIEE L {EV,

ZNEUHINITR L TV E DN, A5~54E DI NDIRTHRLE ZDIKETH %, EF DA
bHY) ., TNHERBOLTHRIZEEEICB N TIEL L TWED, TAY FTDEAIZD

TIEWMALTWS, LAd, BYRL 7L — VOBREIRR BRSPS TELRER E 25T
WEDTH B, N EHERBOM OB T %221 TS T AU HHEEIZKFEL
KENITEI R & 5 L) 12> Twh,

20084F L 12FE DRI BRBE CTRERDONT 7 - F N BT 7- 20 -7 i [#HEL] [/
N VIR R L Do, TIUTK L, 20164EKMHBELR T b7 VT [ 7

AV EHRERICTL] L) 20—F i3, HEHTRAMETHL, ZOL) %A
0 — 7 2 B ERROANDTF 2 ED 72 RId D ESRPLT&E2 L) 24 3tE:
FER Ry 22 R 2 IR E (K3 2 AN & FEDH B LV R Do

k7T EZOXFREIL, EFOANGEERBOMAET 2 67256 L2 ERIZBRS
BANZEDORA /)T 4IHBHEFRL TS, L L. £ OW5RIZ. BASEH R
@ﬁ%%ﬂ&ﬁ?@ﬂm%é%ﬁm®EW&%mwhkmfbb\74/U74kﬁl#
HDHETHRITENTIE RV, T2, BRZ EPEILICKE 2EHZ 2720 JLgEEL
BWARSEZD LT0EEVIFERE v, 129 hboT, Y4 2T 4057 A1) HES

KR LTEBELHLTnD W) @BHEICESWT N7 v TBUHEDOREBOR IZFEHB S
TWwh,

HEMSIRELHIG L CE 7 20 7T, NERREOMBMEZHEHT S L Ebis
) mFEREZI ARSI Ve A4 ) T 4 e EOEM OB & MEF % BT A%
ftFgROHME L, MAOHEFNEEHELTEINRNTIN - TEI IV —DOHELXEIBET A
Mev) IR, LU ERER. 2L T S EoMEEE 2 5 1T, BEERMNE
ELTHERVBITDEAL D

KIZFHE 1>
AR/ - Stanley KIRK X4 >L— -+« H—7
EREE bt v ¥ —dEHIR

* M TAMIOH R A F 5 MR B 5 LI —% ) A MO MBS t—] 13 AR TH DL, B
T, EHOMAEETH 5.



308 SRR (4

Conflict in the Early Japanese Canadian Community between Buddhists and Christians
Regarding the Issue of Cultural Assimilation
Beginnings and growth of Christianity among the first Japanese Canadians

In the late 1880s Japanese immigrants to Canada began to arrive in large numbers.
Christian missionary organizations quickly noticed, and in 1892, outreach to them was
begun by Nikkei (H%) Christian ministers from the United States. In addition to spiritual
salvation, the Christian ministers offered friendship and various kinds of practical
assistance such as interpretation services, legal advice, employment introductions,
English schools, dormitories, a women' s shelter, medical facilities, and kindergartens. As
a result, within a few years several churches and related institutions were established.
Conversion to Christianity as necessary part of assimilation to Canadian society

In 1897, the main leader of the Christian community, Reverend Kaburagi, started a
magazine (later named the Canada Shinpo) . Its aims included helping the young
immigrants learn English and British-Canadian customs, as well as persuading them to
convert to Christianity. Kaburagi believed that proper assimilation into Canadian society
required not merely learning and adopting British-Canadian social customs, but also
converting to Christianity. In this way, the Japanese immigrants would be able to
successfully participate in mainstream Canadian society with full citizen rights. In
reality, those who converted to Christianity were not completely accepted by the white
Christian churches, but their new-found religion did offer them a sense of community
with each other and with the few British-Canadian Christians who did befriend them. It
also gave them hope that their situation would improve.

Establishment and growth of an organized bukkyokai ({A%{%)

Soon some fervent Buddhist Japanese immigrants began to perceive the growing
influence of Christianity as incompatible with their way of life and a threat to their
community. This concern became the impetus for the establishment of a formal Buddhist
organization. In 1905, at the request of a group of Buddhists, the Seihonganji temple in
Japan sent a missionary to Vancouver, and a bukkyokai, which they named the HZfA
#4, was formally established. As of 1907, it had 650 official members. Soon Buddhist
youth groups and English night schools were also established, and in 1911, the
construction of a temple was completed.

In addition to weddings, funerals and other rites within the Buddhist community, the
bukkyokai participated in various activities of the larger Canadian society. However,
most of its activities related to fostering ties between the Japanese immigrants and
Japan. It functioned not merely a religious center but also as an educational, cultural,

and community hub, playing a central role in the lives of its members. As such, it helped
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them endure difficult times and strengthened their sense of identity

Conflict between Christians and Buddhists—the battle of the newspapers

After the establishment of the bukkyokai, the insistence of Christian leaders on
complete assimilation into Canadian society and conversion to Christianity continued to
raise tensions between the two religious groups. This conflict was exemplified in an
ongoing war of words between two Japanese language newspapers: the Canada Shinpo,
which advocated the Christian pro-assimilation stance, and the Tairiku Nippo which
promoted the preservation of Japanese traditional values and ties to Japan, and hence
strongly opposed the Canada Shinpo’s views. The Tairiku Nippo criticized what it termed
‘anti-Japanese Christianism’ (BCHAF U X F#F3%) and warned that Christianity would
corrupt and destroy the order of the Japanese immigrant community. The Canada Shinpo
referred to Buddhism as nationalistic, heretical, superstitious, idolatrous, and barbarian.
It even warned that the Buddhists would persecute the Christians if given the
opportunity.

Iino points out that, while on one level this was a battle between two competing
religions, on another level it was a struggle between two ideologies about what it should
mean to be Japanese Canadian, and what the position of the Japanese immigrant
community in Canadian society should be. Christianity was criticized for preaching total
assimilation to British-Canadian culture and denying Japanese heritage, while Buddhism
was criticized as symbolizing not only Japanese culture and the ties to Japan, but also
Japanese nationalism, militarism, and a stubborn refusal to adapt to Canada.

Indications that this conflict was not as extreme and widespread

However, despite the fierce rhetoric, there are also indications that this ideological
polarization between some prominent leaders of both religions did not reflect the
attitudes of many ordinary members. For instance, some second-generation Buddhist
Japanese Canadians later recalled not only being allowed to celebrate Christian festivals
such as Easter and Christmas, but also celebrating them with great enthusiasm. A few
who I personally asked about the religious conflict told me they have no recollection it.
One recalled his Buddhist parents praising the Christian churches for their educational
contribution to the Japanese Canadian community.

In addition, records of a Japanese Canadian speech contest held in 1930 further
suggest that most members of the two religious communities were not so antagonistic
toward each other. Notably, although this speech contest was sponsored by a Buddhist
youth organization, it also included some speakers from Christian youth groups who

were invited to participate. Even more noteworthy is the content of some of the
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speeches by the Buddhist youth. On the one hand, they expressed deep pride in their

Japanese and Buddhist heritage, and some even extolled the virtues of the Yamato

Damashi. Yet, on the other hand, they likewise expressed a deep pride in their identity

as Canadians and a strong sense of responsibility to contribute to Canadian society and

the building of Canada. Rather than viewing their Buddhist values and the Yamato

Damashi as a reason to avoid integration into Canadian society, several speeches

described them as a basis from which they could, as equals with the British-Canadians

and other ethnic groups, contribute positively to the society and culture of Canada.
Perhaps this progressively evolving attitude expressed by these second-generation

Japanese-Canadian young people in 1930 can be seen as foreshadowing, not only Canada’

s policy of multiculturalism which would be established 40 years later, but also the more

recent emphasis on inter-culturalism.
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The Future depends on man’ s being able to transcend the limits of individual cultures.
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“Education must be a multicultural education, by which I mean one that acquaints
students with some fundamentals about the histories and cultures of many different
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Being British is the ability to live in harmony with people of all nationalities with respect for the
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cultural roots of all those who choose to be or are British citizens.”
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The Preamble of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Union in the Constitution of
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Conscious of its spiritual and moral heritage, the Union is founded on the indivisible,
universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity
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The Union contributes to the preservation and to the development of these common
values while respecting the diversity of the cultures and traditions of the people of
Europe as well as the national identities of the Member States (E U E®ERA 7
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1 Older and relatively poor and less educated people supported Brexit. Educated young
British and immigrants supported EU. G D&%

2 Government failed public investment and domestic industries declined, especially
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3 Conservative British feared European workers as threat involved in National Health
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4  The economic disparity between anti-war nations such as France, Germany and
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UK and the East European nations influenced by the former Soviet Union FA Y. 7
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5 The British are losing multicultural pride and multicultural identities. FEE A%
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