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There were many aspects of my classes that were especially helpful in teaching me Japanese.
One of my favorite class activities was writing assignments. I wrote many different kinds of
essays for my class, and each essay helped me find new ways to express my thoughts and feelings
In Japanese. I also enjoyed reading assignments, especially when the material was new and
challenging. Many of our classroom activities were also very fun? we watched movies, played
games, and gave presentations. Learning a foreign language can be very entertaining, and the
teachers at Konan University made my experience fun and exciting.

Learning a foreign language does not only occur in the classroom, however. In order to truly
learn Japanese, I had to challenge myself both inside and outside of school. During my fall
semester at Konan University, I started reading Japanese books on my own outside of class. I
started with shonen manga, and by the end of my stay I was reading nonfiction academic essays in
Japanese. It made me very proud to be able to use my knowledge of Japanese to learn new
information and understand others' points of view.

I hope to continue to use my knowledge of the Japanese language throughout my academic
career. My interests lie primarily in the fields of philosophy and linguistics, especially in the
interface between the two disciplines. I am particularly interested in the theories of the structure
of language and how people understand language. My experience learning Japanese has given me
great insights into these questions and will always play an important role in how I respond to
these questions in the future.

I would like to thank Konan University again for selecting me for as last year's outstanding
foreign student, as well as giving me the opportunity to write in this magazine. And to all the

foreign language students reading this, best of luck in your studies!
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