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Learning Culture and Language:
More than (M & CHRY)

What is your favorite holiday? Is it Christmas Eve when you get ready for a special date
or eat fried chicken at home? Is it Valentine’s Day when you give chocolates (if you're a
woman) or receive them (if you're a man)? Would you be surprised to know that in my
country these holidays are not celebrated in that way? Holidays in Japan are a good
example of \»\» & Z LY (Iitokodort), which means something like “taking only the best part.”
Japanese culture is famous for Iitokodori. Food, technology, holidays, language and even

religion have been imported and changed to fit Japanese tastes and preferences.

Why is it important to think about Iitokodori? Now you are learning about language
and culture at Konan, but you already have a lot of ideas about these cultures. Because
Japan is skilled at Ilitokodori, you have eaten foods from around the world, learned some
foreign language phrases or experienced holidays like the ones I mentioned. In many ways
this is a positive thing for Japanese. Japan has unique ways of changing and even
improving foreign things, ideas or techniques. Cars were not invented in Japan, but now
Toyota is the number one carmaker in the world. In 2007, Tokyo had more Michelin stars

than Paris.

Iitokodori, however, has a negative side as well. Sometimes the meaning of words and
ideas are changed and are not understood by foreigners. Some examples in English: “OL”
(administrative assistant), “salaryman” (businessman), “version-up” (upgrade) “claim”
(complain). There are a lot of these phrases that you may think are native English but your

teacher can help show you what is most natural and understandable.

Another problem with Iitokodori is that many things have been brought into Japan
without what we call “context.” Context is the background information. Context may be the
reason for a holiday or tradition. It might be knowing manners or customs from the foreign
culture. For example, Christmas and Valentine’s Day are holidays that have traditions and
religious meanings but in Japan people may see them as chances to buy presents or eat
special food. You can find out the original context of certain culture by doing an internet
search, asking your teacher, or experiencing it for yourself as you study abroad. Finding out

about the background helps us understand another culture better.

As you study a culture and language more deeply, think about your own culture as well.
One part of Japanese culture is litokodori that has good and bad points. Your challenge as a
student is to speak in a way that foreigners are familiar with and to know about the original
meaning of their customs. Study ALL of the language and culture, not just taking the best
part!
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