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Your Teacher as a Language Learning Model

In my student days, I was especially inspired by teachers who used their real life experiences to
make their classes more interesting. For example, I used to think math was boring, and I hated
math class. However, that changed when I entered Mr. Murphy's math class. Why? Well, Mr.
Murphy was not just a math teacher. He was also an airplane pilot, and had been a professional
tennis player before becoming a teacher. So, in his class, we not only studied math from a textbook.
We also studied how pilots use math to plan their flights and guide their planes to the correct
destinations, and how some sports coaches use math to analyze and improve their players’
technique. In other words, Mr. Murphy's experiences using math in his own life made his math
classes more interesting and inspired us to study harder. To be honest, I never became good at
math, but I began to enjoy it more.

In this Zephyr, several language teachers give hints about how to study language, based on their
own learning experiences. These hints include such things as how to keep up your motivation and
not give up, setting and accomplishing goals, using the power of your imagination, dreaming about
your future as a good speaker, enjoying language study through music and movies, getting over
katakana pronunciation, using new grammar and vocabulary words in your real life, going overseas
and communicating with the local people, using context effectively, using hand writing to learn a
language thoroughly, using foreign language study as a tool to understand your own language more
deeply, and so on. That is quite a long list of hints, and there are morel!

I hope you will enjoy the various articles in this edition of Zephyr and be inspired by the
interesting language learning experiences of your teachers, and by the useful hints that they give
you. If they could succeed, so can youl (Stan Kirk)
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It tastes like Japanese amazake. HADOHIED & ) KDL 9,

It feels like he is sitting right next to me. #7253 CBEIZHE > TW B R72WTT,

It smells like a gas leak. " AJFI A7\ 12, (DL E [3KER on the WEB] X 1)
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