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LANGUAGE, CULTURE & SOCIETY

Learning a foreign language involves several steps: learning vocabulary and grammar, learning to
read and write, learning to listen and reply in efficient ways. This is precisely the purpose of our
grammar, reading and conversation classes.

However there is another important step, and this one requires much more time: we need to
discover the culture that is the basis of the language. Communication habits always reflect a
particular culture. For example, there may be some topics or issues to avoid talking about depending
on the country where you are. The key is to become aware of social behaviours related to a specific
language in order to avoid misunderstanding and conflict. So learning a language deeply involves
learning new behaviours: it is an exciting challenge!

< Didier CHICHE)
Thomas MACH



RYXIERE : AV HDOKRZICDOWVT
EEsSEXttrs-mR 2 B 1§ B

T AN DORFE, HRORFAEHRD ENBRVECDTDH) TTH, 22 TR OO
BEMEICHEILEL L)

I. BKE4ERIKE

T AN A OEEEERBEICIIERE 4ERIRER DY 5. £, HRIF2O0DT— RAIT5
PNFE T, —DIEEE., HoBH, ER - HARLEREL EOBEIHE T3 —AT, b
) —DIF A FHIRFEANDOHTHAZ HIG L THERT—ATT, HRDOAY v ML, 44ERIKFICH
ND EWRERDPRL, VABEEBE2Z TN LT, BUEEFHE 1L, F¥ER 4 ERIRFE
WA LB R g5 SN TF vy Y A5 H D T3 INZKRFOLE JHNOMHER (resident)
THIUIRERDZ L NN OFERSE 4 (non resident) DEZEFHIMNADEROEZFER O
¥ 25512 £,

I. 51§

T A ORFETIE, Tl 1 FETHBEENPOEBETADT, R HHIZEZ THHE
EH D T A, &< 1HFATundeclared major (H7Zz L) EWw)FENRNVET, 72720, H
FIREAEIC ADEICE B A LB 2RO TE 22 UL, MELA B 2L 2 &) 9, 4
SEHITHAERD 2 T ABBEOKRFETH UL, 100 HEI LOFR NS HR A2 BRI ENTE T,

M. BERRE

X 2 & —H] (2528H]) 4ERRKFEOT A ) B ANFAZ, 12U 15 B2 (FkEi
320 HAL) K bwEEBLTCwET, 1RH 3HMO (HETId4 BMICEsSNS) RE
ThiuL, #H 50 0OFEXHAIEITVET, HEAOKFO L) IZHETIREEZ®RTI S
D%, 1FHHTHEIKEDLOT, DN —=FTT, 1207 T RIZDEHEEDH 20
~ 30 X—VEHTIENERISHLDT, H60~90R—VEFHHLI IR T,

HARORKFLESTT A AOFAGRERFICLCEME L, B5LET. HiZorbin
WA, BRLZwE, #HIZEEI Do TWD LML T4, [R5, WEIBETIX
TVWOTEEL THICIEBFTE TR WESL ) | LEZDHEMIVETADOT, [RITHFE
LOTHRAEICRELTDHSZ25759] s HWEZ ZETCRTIEE Y T A, #ii
EOFEITH L TOFETT, Sz U, ¥ELTFIRVL EEA,

V. Z4E4EE

FITAL DT XY HANDFEE —HIZF TF X S ADT /8= FTHEFGLZZENDHY F
T2, Ty T —=EBOC, YT IVEERTIREICHEP T AFEENE P -7-TY, HELE
HEOMRHIEMIIT & BUMIBB L T LR X CRFE LA, 2720, £H®
ATl bt RFEOFAET—OMEZE T, KEEL—MIIS—T 12 L7200, KE L THEHA
PODLTWE L. TAUHAFELEVWIE, TOX) MRS S & XIF—EBHGL T, #ER
FRIBUE L THERE VS A N OHLEFEZ LTS EWVIHIEDEH D T3,

V. ZXUHBZF
RFEOHFHNEZFIHLTT A HIEFLIWEEZ TWARREL St BnE T, B
ZIIE WA WAL F XYLy IVPDOELDTT L, REREREZMFEIZ LD 5. Lo L,
BEANHEEZF->TEEIN, HFErE L CUlifEd 2K BArRINLZ L 2> TV E T,

“The whole of life is learning, therefore education can have no endings.” (E.C. Lindeman)



Cross-Cultural Understanding in Canada:
“Variety is the Spice of Lifel”

EESEXEt 2—##® Stanley KIRK

Key vocabulary: diverse, immigrant, variety, intercultural, racist, conflict, discrimination,

minority, majority, exclude, immigrate, multiculturalism, respect, appreciate, creative, proverb

What is your image of Canada? Is it beautiful nature? A safe country? Maybe the strongest
image of Canada these days is a culturally diverse country that has many immigrants from a
wide variety of countries and cultures living together peacefully. This image of Canada is
mostly true now, but it was not always so.

In fact, during most of its history, Canada was a very racist country with a lot of
intercultural conflict and discrimination. The first big intercultural conflict was between the
English and the French when Canada was just beginning. This conflict led to war which the
English finally won. As a result, many French Canadians had to escape from Canada, and most
of those who remained had to live in one part of Canada, which is now the province of Quebec.
As a minority, they had to fight hard to protect their own culture and language.

English Canadians then became the clear majority, and they tried hard to keep Canada
English and white. White English-speaking immigrants from England and the United States
were welcomed to Canada, but non-English and especially non-white immigrants were
excluded. Some found a way to enter Canada but were treated badly, and many gave up and
left. Others stayed but had to live together in the same areas to protect themselves. Most of
them could not get good jobs, so they had very hard lives.

However, the experience of World War 2 and the very sad situation of war refugees caused
many English Canadians to change their thinking about immigrants. Gradually, Canada began
to open its doors to immigrants from many countries. More people from all over the world
immigrated to Canada to find a better life for themselves and their families.

In 1971, Canada officially adopted multiculturalism as a national policy. This policy
encourages immigrants to keep up their own languages and cultures. It also encourages all
Canadians to respect and appreciate cultures that are different from their own, and to try to
learn from each other. As a result, now Canada is becoming more culturally diverse year by
year.

Did you know that more than 20% of Canadians are immigrants and speak English not as
their first language, but as their second language? In big cities, the number is much higher.
For example, more than 50% of the people who live in Vancouver were born outside of Canada
and speak English as their second language! If you take a walk in Vancouver and listen, you
will hear many languages being spoken, and you will hear many people communicating with
each other in broken English. This might seem strange at first, but soon you will start to feel
the creative energy of different cultures living together and trying to understand each other.
This is what makes life in a multicultural society so exciting, isn't it? As an old proverb says,

“Variety is the spice of lifel”
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