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Aspects of Foreign Cultures Here in Japan

In English, we have the following saying: No man is an island. It means that no person can
ever be truly independent from other people. As humans, whether we are aware of it or not, we
are constantly affected by the actions of others around us.

But what about countries? Some countries really are islands, right? Japan is a typical
example of this. It is a group of islands huddled alone in the sea, quite far from its closest
neighbors. Is it affected by other countries and cultures? Of course it is. The modern influences
are more obvious to us in our globalized era because distances are bridged so easily these days.
But in fact intercultural encounters and exchange have been with us ever since human societies
first formed.

Most humans have a deep sense of curiosity and wonder. These have led us to overcome
great distances and other barriers throughout history in order to encounter other cultures. In
this issue of Zephyr, we explore some of the interesting ways that this long history of cultural

encounters affects us here in Japan. (Thomas MACH)
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“The Future depends on man'’s being able to transcend individual cultures.”
(Edward Hall, 1976)
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