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“We are told about the world before we see it. We imagine most things before we experience them.
And those preconceptions, unless education has made us acutely aware, govern deeply the whole
process of perception.” — Lippmann, Public Opinion
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American National Cultural Aspects and Me.
ERSHEXL LY 2 —EESEFERHE  Craig MERTENS

“Hi, Craig! Can I interview you for a class project?” A student asked me. “Sure.” I answered, “What
is the project about?” She said, “It's about American cultures.” FYI: I'm an American. I thought the
interview would be easy, but I was wrong. After she interviewed me, I think I learned more about

American cultures than she did.

In the interview she showed me a chart comparing

I comparsth i e s six cultural dimensions between Japan and the USA. The

chart was created on Geert Hofstede's website, geert-

QU EE 92 i
= 62 M hofstede.com. He is a professor that studies intercultural
w© - 42 relationships. This is more and more important as
I I I & I people become connected internationally in their
I business and personal lives. [ will focus on a few aspects
Disance FEER EEEE MRS

I Japan B United Stares

of American culture by sharing my observations of US

events and examples from my own experiences.

One dimension is Individualism. The higher the score here the more a nation’s individuals are
expected to take care of only themselves and their immediate families. A couple examples of this
come to mind. One is our current President, Donald Trump, and his family and most trusted friends.
He seems to fit the high score perfectly. Another example is a phrase I often hear in arguments with

public servants, “My taxes pay your salary.” People in the United States can be so divided.

Another dimension is Uncertainty Avoidance. This measures how uncomfortable members of a
society feel about unknown things that could happen in the future. Americans have a lower score
here. “Don’t worry about what you can’t control,” my American friend once told me. In this regard,
he suggests that we can avoid unnecessary stress by not thinking about possible outcomes we have

no power over. This belief values quick thinking and action over preparation for possible risks.

The last dimension I'll share is Long-Term Orientation. Cultures that score low here tend not to
value traditional practices so much. They are interested in finding new ideas and changes for the
better. Americans often forget about the past and want to focus on the present. I was watching the
NBA Finals last year, and I heard people saying, “It was the greatest game ever!” Americans want the

best time to be now!

Not all Americans are like this, but many are. I think the most important thing to learn from
these studies and stereotypes is not what is right and wrong, but to understand how to interact with
each other. Whether you are negotiating an international business deal or choosing a place for
lunch with a foreign friend, by learning about each other’s cultures and practicing empathy we can

find a better way to enrich our lives. And by “our” I mean everyone’s.
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