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“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his
head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart.”

(Nelson Mandela)
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What is Canadian Culture?
EREEXIb > 2 —EHT Stanley KIRK

Key vocabularies: artifact, asset, compromise, diverse, ethnic,
heritage, immigrant, inhabit, majority, minority, mosaic,
multiculturalism, province, settlement, settler, values

Did you know that Canada is one of the youngest countries in
the world? In fact, it was founded in 1867. That was only a few Justin Trudeau, the prime minister
months before Kobe Port was opened to the world! This means of Canada
Canada 1s only 15lyears old —a very long time for a person, but very short time for the
history of a country.

However, the place that is now called Canada has a much longer history. The first human
beings to inhabit Canada came from Asia through Siberia and Alaska more than 20,000years
ago. Their descendants are now called Canada’s “First Nations” people. That is another
important story.

As far as we know, the first Europeans to reach Canada were the Vikings, who came from
Scandinavian countries about 1000years ago. They established some settlements on the east
coast, but for some reason they did not stay long. About 500years ago, the east coast was
discovered and explored by France and Britain.

Soon these two countries started to fight for control of this large new territory. Finally,
Britain won and many French settlers had to escape to the United States and other places.
Those who stayed in Canada became a minority. They were given territory in what is now
called the province of Quebec. However, they formed a very strong French Canadian culture.
Soon their numbers increased and so did their political power. Therefore, the English majority
of Canadians had to make important compromises with the French Canadians to keep the
country together. Eventually, Canada came to have two official languages, English and French.

Later, immigrants came to Canada from many other countries. As a result, if you walk down
the street of any large Canadian city, you will probably hear several languages being spoken,
not only English and French. In other words, Canada has become what is called a cultural
mosaic. It has an official policy called multiculturalism, which encourages immigrants to keep
their own ethnic culture from their mother country while respecting the cultures of other
ethnic groups in Canada.

Because Canada is so young, it does not have as many cultural assets and artifacts as older
countries. Recently, the government has designated some of the oldest buildings and houses as
heritage buildings, but these are not nearly as many or as old as the cultural sites that you can
find in Europe. Also, because Canada has so many immigrants and is so culturally diverse, it
does not really have a strong cultural identity.

For this reason, it is said that Canadian identity cannot be defined by one culture called
Canadian culture, but rather by what are called “shared Canadian values.” These values grew
in Canada because Canadians from various ethnic groups needed to work together and keep
good relations with each other. Canada’s prime minister, Justin Trudeau, explains it this way:
“There is no core identity, no mainstream in Canada ... (but) there are shared values —

openness, respect, compassion, willingness to work hard, to be there for each other, to search
for equality and justice.” These common values are what make us Canadians feel proud of our
identity as Canadians.
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