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Necessity Is the Mother of Invention

EESEXtt2—%% Thomas MACH

Welcome to our special Zephyr issue focusing on online language education. Maybe you can guess
why we have chosen this topic at this time? Indeed, it is because of the coronavirus pandemic. This
crisis is affecting every aspect of our society, of course including education. It is often said that
“crisis” and “opportunity” are closely related. This is because a crisis usually pushes people to
reconsider how they typically do things, and to think of new ways of getting them done. Often the
push feels uncomfortable, and we quickly return to the old ways when the crisis ends. But now and
then, we realize that some of the new ways we discover during a crisis are actually quite useful, and
we decide that they are worth keeping. In this sense, while a crisis like this coronavirus pandemic
can feel sudden and unwelcome and scary, it can also become an opportunity to discover improved
ways of doing certain things.

For us at Konan's Genbun Center, we are trying to discover new ways of improving the language
and culture education we provide by fully exploring the opportunities that online tools offer. The
articles included in this issue of Zephyr report on some of our early trials and results, but our efforts
are ongoing.

The English proverb “necessity is the mother of invention” is closely related to the idea that a
crisis presents opportunity. (The Japanese version of it is typically translated as YZZFEHDE: )
This proverb means that having a new need causes us to creatively invent new things. During this
pandemic we need to teach and learn online more than we ever have before, so please read these
pages to find out more about our inventive ways of doing so.
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Pandemics and the Academic

ERERXbE > 5 —#5® Marian WANG .

My overseas teaching experience began in Taiwan in June 2003. Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) was recognized in February 2003 when I had to make the decision of
teaching in Taiwan where SARS was spreading. Fortunately, I went to Taiwan just about the
time SARS fizzled out. Fast forward 17 years. Ever since January 2020, I have had my life
turned upside down. Unfortunately, the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak isn't fizzling out,
which means that I must now teach online despite my poor technology skills. So, how should I
adapt my teaching during this pandemic? I realized that I needed to become more familiar
with various online teaching tools.

My Konan, Konan University's learning
management system was my base for contacting

£oom students and uploading documents. Konan

synchronous

University students are expected to check My
Konan regularly. The disadvantage of My Konan
was that it was not smartphone friendly and thus
unpopular among students.

Next, I used Office 365. I set up a Team for all
of my classes, invited students as members, and

scheduled our first online meeting. More useful
than the meeting function was the posting of messages. Students were adept at posting and
commenting on their classmates’ postings or videos. The postings fostered a friendly and
Interactive atmosphere in the online classroom. Forms in Office 365 (now Microsoft 365) was
the most effective tool for assigning homework and keeping track of homework submitted.

Finally, Zoom was the most useful tool for having students work together on improving
various skills. Listening skills were practiced by showing videos or playing the textbook
listening material. Speaking was done in breakout sessions where students asked questions and
participated in discussions on what they had read for homework. Finally, Zoom’s chat was
practical when I asked questions to the class, gave instructions, or did games.

The asynchronous and synchronous tools have encouraged me to use them after I return to
the traditional classroom and/or remain in the virtual classroom. This virtual journey has not
been in vain for me, but how about for my students? Some students indicated that they
preferred online learning because they did not have to commute and could manage their own
schedule. Students reported that the main inconveniences of online learning were poor internet
connection, being unable to ask questions, and having more homework. All of the students
agreed that online learning was helpful for their future as they became more accustomed to
using computers.

The academic during this pandemic realizes that COVID-19 is a test for us to become better
educators and researchers when online teaching is our only choice. My students are my
copilots on this virtual journey; we are moving into uncharted territory, while ensuring that
Interactive and relevant learning can take place, even in the virtual classroom.
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