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How Is Canadian English Different
from American English?

EREEXLE 2 —#8% Stanley KIRK

Japanese people often ask how Canadian English is different from American English. This is an
interesting question because, although Canadian English is close to standard American English,
it still has some unique characteristics. Some of these characteristics come from the influence
of British English and the French Canadian language and culture. The French were the first
Europeans to permanently settle in Canada but were later defeated by the British. Yet, the
language and culture of the French Canadians continues to have an important influence on
English Canadian language and culture.

After the American Revolution, many Americans who were persecuted for loyalty to England
escaped to Canada. They were the first big wave of American immigrants to Canada, and even
now many Americans continue to move to Canada. Also, through the Internet and mass media,
Americans are strongly influencing Canadian English and pop culture. However, Canadian
English still has some expressions that distinguish it from American English. Some instances of
this can be found in Canadian English slang and other common expressions. Let's look at a few
examples:

1. Eh?: This very common Canadian English expression is believed to have come to Canada
with the earliest English immigrants. It is usually used at the end of statements and has
varlous nuances, the most common being “isn’t it?” or “right?” (“It's a nice day, eh?”). This
nuance reminds me of the Japanese word “ne” (\»\W K4 T3 43) . If you meet someone
who often says “eh?”, you can be almost sure she or he is a Canadian.

2. A Canuck: This is slang for “a Canadian.” There are various theories about its origin, but it
used to be commonly used by Americans to refer negatively to French Canadians. Now it
refers to Canadians generally, and many Canadians proudly call themselves “Canucks.” In
fact, Vancouver’s professional ice hockey team is called the Vancouver Canucks.

3. The loonie and the toonie: Unlike the US, Canada has a one-dollar coin and a two-dollar
coin. The one-dollar coin is called “the loonie” because on one side it has the image of a loon,
a kind of duck. The two-dollar coin was produced later and soon came to be called “the
toonie”, combining “two” with “loonie.” So, don’'t be surprised if you are in Canada and your
friend asks you, “Could you lend me a loonie for the vending machine?”

4. A klick: While the US uses miles to measure distance, Canada uses kilometers, and we often
use the expression “klicks” as a casual slang for kilometers (“The next town is just ten clicks
away.”). This is much easier to say than “kilometers,” especially on a cold winter day in
Canadal

5. Serviette: In Canada, this word means what Americans more commonly call a napkin, that
1s, a piece of cloth or paper that you use to clean your fingers and lips after eating. It was
originally borrowed from French and is used mainly in British and Canadian English.

6. Tuque: This is a soft knitted cap worn for warmth during winter. It also entered English
from French, where it is spelled toque.

7. Dep: This is a casual abbreviation of the French word dépanneur which means convenience
store in the French Canadian regions of Canada. It is now also used in English Canada (“I'm
going to the dep to buy some snacks.”)

If you plan to study or work in Canada, how about learning some common Canadian slang
words? You can find many more examples on the Internet. You will not only have fun using
them in conversation but will also come to understand Canadian English and culture more
deeply.
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