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Aligning our learning objectives, instructional strategies and assessment

The purpose of this workshop was to get teachers to think and talk about how to align our various

classroom endeavors, specifically the learning objectives we determine for our learners, the

instructional strategies we use to help learners toward those objectives, and the assessment
protocol we use for measuring success in attaining those objectives. The workshop proceeding as
follows:

(1) First, in groups of 4 or 5, participants were asked to match a set of 15 plus cards with individual
teaching strategies (e.g. demonstration, group discussion, lecture, case study, role play) with
another set of cards with definitions for those strategies.

(2) After groups finished this task, they were asked to discuss and collectively choose the 3 most
effective and 3 least effective strategies. Then, a representative from each group was asked to
explain their group’s decisions.

(3) Next, a debriefing session was held to explain that the purpose of this activity was to remind
teachers that they have a long list of possible teaching strategies to rely on in the classroom
and that we need to match these strategies to the learning objectives as well as how we
assess our learners. This activity also aimed to show one example of a workshop that teachers
can use with their own students.

(4) Finally, participants were given a list of teaching strategies and other handouts and references
related to aligning learning objectives, teaching strategies and assessment protocols.
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