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ZREREDEIL . MO EN T3, “Suburbs are an important and dis-
tinct part of modern culture, reflecting widely held insecurities largely brought on by
rapid industrialization and dramatic demographic shifts. Not conforming to a single
physical type, suburbs constitute a broad category encompassing many things: a political
condition, a patchwork of land-use patterns, a lifestyle. At its most basic, the suburb is
a pattern of inhabitation conveniently connected to the inner city but typically, although
not necessarily, separate from its economic engines of production. ... Garden suburbs
are valued by the public but little appreciated or even discussed by a majority of today’s
social scientists, planners, and architects. Recoiling against the sprawling land-use pat-
terns and consequent environmental degradation brought about by the almost exclusive
dependence since the 1940s on the automobile, these professionals have preferred to in-
discriminately lump the garden suburb into a broad-based rejection of suburbanism as a
whole. In deriding the suburb, the intelligentsia tends to consider only its based form
—that of placeless sprawl. Moreover, these observers see the popularity of the planned
garden suburb with the prosperous classes as testimony to what they deem its inherent
triviality, castigating it, and indeed all suburbs, as escapist, especially for the moneyed
classes. Notwithstanding the claims of many among the intelligentsia, the stereotypical
view of the planned garden suburb as exclusively catering to the moneyed classes does
not hold true. Many examples were deliberately conceived to improve the lot of the av-
erage white-and blue -collar worker.” (Robert A. M. Stern, David Fishman, and Jacob
Tilove, Paradise Planned: The Garden Suburb and the Modern City [New York: The
Monacelli Press, 2013], pp. 11-12.)
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