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Professor Taniguchi and Taiwan

Motohiro Okada

The late Professor emeritus at Konan University, Fumiaki Taniguchi (1946-2013),
zealously committed himself to international exchange. In particular, he actively
associated with people and academic institutes in Asia. Here, I would like to focus
on his mingling with Taiwanese people.

In fact, I had a lot to do with this. Professor Chi-ang Lin at National Chengchi
University (NCCU) in Taipei is a close friend of mine. He does research on envi-
ronmental issues. In the summer of 2008, he asked me if I could introduce him to
a Japanese researcher who could share interest with him. I suggested Professor
Taniguchi. This was the beginning of Professor Taniguchi’s association with Pro-
fessor Lin.

In September 2008, Professor Lin visited Konan University with a female NCCU
student who was planning a student activity about environmental protection, and
met Professor Taniguchi for the first time. Professor Taniguchi welcomed them
and gave some helpful advice to the student about her plan. Since then Professor
Taniguchi and Professor Lin kept in contact and exchanged information.

From 8 to 11 February 2009, Professor Taniguchi made a trip to Taipei with his
seminar students and visited NCCU. There, he saw Professor Lin and gave a lec-
ture entitled ‘Importance of Environmental Education and General Practices of En-
vironmental Education at the Japanese Higher Education’. Professor Taniguchi’s
seminar students also gained valuable international exchange experience by mixing
with NCCU students and learned much about environmental policies and problems
in Taiwan. Furthermore, they rediscovered Professor Taniguchi’s strong passion

for environmental education by attending his lecture at NCCU.
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On 27 October 2009, a Japan-Taiwan student meeting thematising environmental
issues was held at Konan University and was hosted by Professor Taniguchi. He
invited Professor Lin and two NCCU graduate students to it. This was an all-day
and unforgettable event. It started with Professor Taniguchi’s regular morning lec-
ture in the presence of Professor Lin and the NCCU graduate students. After that,
we had lunch with the then Konan University president Kaoru Takasaka. In the af-
ternoon, we began with a forum moderated by Professor Yoshihisa Shimizu of
Kyoto University. Then, Professor Lin, Professor Taniguchi, and I delivered a lec-
ture by turns. Professor Lin and Professor Taniguchi discussed John Stuart Mill’s
and Adam Smith’s views on sustainable development, respectively. I talked about
Shozo Tanaka. For the final program of the meeting, the NCCU graduate students
and Konan undergraduate and graduate students under Professor Taniguchi’s direc-
tion gave presentations in English. I was profoundly impressed with their earnest
efforts. In particular, I did realise how elaborately and enthusiastically Professor
Taniguchi instructed his students. Thus, the long meeting was successfully com-
pleted. Thereafter, we enjoyed dinner at a restaurant in Okamoto.

Professor Lin delivered a lecture entitled ‘Economic Planning for Sustainability’
at our Soken team meeting on 18 March 2013. Professor Taniguchi behaved vigor-
ously on that occasion, and so nobody expected him to pass away about 8 months
later. In the summer of 2013, the Institute of Business Innovation at Konan Uni-
versity and the College of Management at National United University (NUU) in
Miaoli, whose dean Professor Lin served as, concluded a research agreement, and
a ceremony and symposium to celebrate it was held in September of that year. I in-
vited Professor Taniguchi for this event. However, he was unable to attend it due
to his illness.

The last I saw of Professor Taniguchi was at our Soken team meeting on 7 No-
vember 2013. He looked haggard but chaired imposingly for that gathering. Even
at this stage I did not anticipate that his time was running out. Professor Taniguchi

passed away two days later. As soon as I heard of his passing, I was lost for words,
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and I let Professor Lin know the sad news. He also was very sad when he heard the
news and offered a silent prayer with NUU students to Professor Taniguchi in the
next world.

In my companionship with Professor Taniguchi, the time I shared with him when
mingling with Professor Lin and the other Taiwanese people was the most memo-
rable. Here, I believe Professor Taniguchi’s characteristics as a distinguished re-

searcher and educator stood out.
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The Dialogue of Life of Professor
Fumiaki Taniguchi: Reflections by
Malaysian Colleagues and Students at the
University of Malaya (UM)

Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA

Azizan Baharuddinn

Taniguchi-sensei to His Malaysian Colleagues,
Students and Friends
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Teacher

Analysing psychological identity related to
behaviour towards the environment

Professor Fumiaki always takes time to
understand others’ points of view. He has a
genuine interest in perspective other than his



The Dialogue of Life of Prof. Fumiaki Taniguchi (A. /X\/N)L 54 ~) 19

Friend

Hi-tea at the house of Professor Nik
Meriam Sulaiman, Malaysian

coordinator of ACP Program Japanese-
Malaysian Universities corporation.

Taking time o enjoy cool riverbathat "= FT
the Endau-Rompin National Park,
Johor, Malaysia

Global Thinker

D] . 5:.?-;‘:‘:"‘.@ @
Kusla Lumpur » Maisysis
19211 Septewrber, J010

Professor Fumiaki has a wide international
network. Through the 2010 ICHBS, he
globalises Asian local and indigenous values
assistance of the UNESCO Social Sciences
Office in Bangkok
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Cultural Bridge Maker

g

Professor Fumiaki never has any problems
making himself at home in cultural settings
which are not his own. For example he
spontaneously takes a bite of the “mengkudu”

fruit, fam and taste despite . /
its fantastic Through his efforts,

Orang Asli
Semenanjung Malaysia

Endau Rompin Indigenous
Settlement visited by Prof.
Fumiaki of KONAN
University in September, 2010

_____ Kumpulan Etnik

—r=—— Negeri o >
http:/iwww.neef.org.my/agimauvcs/

orang-ash-map.gif

Antarabangsa

SNGAPORE
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AKAKUMA — The Future

Essence of His Work @ Faculty of Letters, Konan
University Which Was Relevant and of Significance
to His Colleagues, Friends & Students @ the UM

© Address environmental studies from a human science perspective

Integrate and promotes sustainability & health

o

© Philosophy & applied ethics as basis

© Research relationship between humanities & the environment
o

Integrating the field of philosophy psychology & environmental studies
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Final Goals

To cultivate ecological wisdom in theory and practice

To build indigenous capacities

Practice advocacy

© 0 0o 0 0 o

and NGO to build healthy sustainable communitjg

Sustainable Communities

Urban sustainabilities

Green governance

0 0O

Globalization & local development
preservation of traditional values
health

Integral Ecological Philosophy

©  “Self-forming Structure of Nature & Man, and Human Recognition of the Environment:
Inquiring into the Foundation”

(Journal of Konan University. Faculty of Lettiers, 110, 1999)

© . "Original experience in Nature and Environmental Ethics in Environmental Education:
Regarding Brilliance of Life”

{Journal of Konan University, Faculty of Letters. 127, 2003)

© System approach to the study of natural, social and mental environment
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© Guidelines and implementation for environmental education based on
environmental ethics, capacity building, pedagogy of environmental education

Networking

Thailand — Pi khon Rajabhat University, (2000, 2004)

China—Bo' ao City (2002) Oinghat, Hainan, China, Beijing (1999)

British Columbia (2003)

Centre for Civilisational Dialogue, University of Malaya (2009, 2010, 2011)
University of Malaya UNESCO Club activities
National Chengehi University, Taipei (2009)
University California, USA (2007)

University of I England (1999, 2000)
Kisumu Museum. Kenya (2007)

University of London, England (2005)

Stockholm Schiool of ics, Sweden (2008)

NLA T I B

¢ —

A ST 1 k|

ey BN\ TT A oy
U e e

of Malaya UNESCO Chus

25
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Special Focus: Malaysia @ University of Malaya

© Research & activities through the JSPS-VCC (Kyoto University and Malaysian
Universities)

O Symposium; Establishing guidelines for environmental education based on
environmental education & environmental ethics

© Health & Behavioural Sciences Conference with CCD, University of Malaya,
2010

MoU between Konan & UM (2011)
Several visits to Malaysia




The Dialogue of Life of Prof. Fumiaki Taniguchi (A. /X\/N)L 54 ~) 27

Conclusion

None of his Malaysian students, colleagues & friends can fail to appreciate the passion that
Prof Taniguchi held for his work. His warmth, enthusiasm, generosity and attitude of

appreciating life in the social and intellectual context provide a very good model for teachers
& academics.

Indeed his capacity to work with academics, policy makers, educators and children is a
living model of an integrated approach to the change of consci ded to inabl
environment which is all the more critical today as we speak.

We hope to continue his work (@ the UM and wish to cooperate with the Advanced
Institute for Dialogue Between Environment and Life.

For all your sharing, thank you so much Prof. Fumiaki Taniguchi, Konan University
President, staffs and students.

Special appreciation to Prof.Sugimura, Prof.Kimata and Prof. Togachi.

Also, special appreciation to Prof Shimizu, Miss Riwa Watanabe and Mr Masao Amano.
' ‘—-} % “ = -

ol —-

L ALWAYS BE MISSED... '

You
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AZIZAN BAHARUDDIN (phD)

Prof. Datin Dr Azizan Baharuddin is currently Pro-
fessor at the Department of Science and Technol-
ogy Studies, Faculty of Science, University of Ma-
laya. Because of her interest in philosophy, religion
and science, she was appointed as Deputy Direc-
tor-General at Institute for Islamic Understanding
Malaysia (2011-2015). From 2000-2011, she was

also the Director at Centre for Civilisational Dia-

logue (CCD), University of Malaya. Her areas of
research, teaching and publication include:

® Science and religion

® [ntercultural dialogue

® Science and society

® Bioethics, and

® Environmental ethics
To date she has published more than 100 books, book chapters, journal and news-
paper articles in the above areas.
She is also the Chairman of the Malaysian Bioethics Committee, Member of the
UNESCO International Bioethics Committee, Member of the International Net-
work of Women Philosophers as well as Member of the Malaysian Research and
Science Council under the Prime Minister’s office.
She and her husband, Datuk Haji Mohamad Ali Hasan& family has been a close

friend of Taniguchi-sensei for almost 15 years.

AR, HOCEA S BREMEHS (20144£ 5 H18H 1Y HEEKE) o
HATA FIZHEDSLLDTH A,
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Dry Toilet for Disaster Relief
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e EPZ YA 291 | 21490 | 5863 | 16484 126 726
S 196 | 15917 | 1526 | 1634 82 507
INAr oy R R—=)b 333 | 15857 | 4440 | 11892 478 315
[N 54 358 | 14910 | 6297 | 10309 561 394
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quarters) 7 EOEBEBEAH ) HRPICE R LTV,
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22], HTFLOBEVHHTBEWERELLZEDTES ] [HT29H< 2w
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